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PARIS PASS NASASUBU: POST-APOLLO: LEFEVRE LETTER TO UNDERSECRETARY

REF: BRUSSELS 160 STATE 10786 (NOTAL)

1. MINISTER LEFEVRE'S OFFICE ASKED EMBASSY TO TRANSMIT HIS REPLY TO UNDER SECRETARY'S LETTER OF OCTOBER 1970 TELEGRAPHICALLY . LETTER GENERALLY IN LINE WITH WHAT VAN EESBEEK TOLD US EARLIER (BRUSSELS 160) . TRANSLATION, DONE IN LEFEVRE'S OFFICE, FOLLOWS PARA 2 . ORIGINAL LETTER IN FRENCH BEING SENT UNDER COVER AIRGRAM .



BRUSSELS

	 JANUARY 21, 1971

DEAR MR. SECRETARY,
I WISH TO RENEW MY THANKS FOR THE CORDIAL WELCOME YOU GAVE IN WASHINGTON TO THE EUROPEAN DELEGATION WHICH I LED, AND FOR YOUR LETTER OF 2 OCTOBER 1970 WHICH GIVES A SUMMARY OF OUR TALKS AND DEFINES YOUR GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON CERTAIN POINTS . I CIRCULATED THE TEXT OF YOUR LETTER TO MY FELLOW-MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN SPACE CONFERENCE AND REPORTED TO THEM ON MY MISSION DURING THE MEETING WE HELD IN BRUSSELS ON 4 NOVEMBER 1970 .

THE CONFERENCE EXPRESSED ITS .
A CERTAIN NUMBER OF COUNTRIES, NAMELY BELGIUM, FRANCE, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, ITALY, THE NETHERLANDS, SPAIN, AND SWITZERLAND HAVE ASKED .THE UNITED KINGDOM ALSO INTENDS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TALKS INSOFAR AS AVAILABILITY OF LAUNCHERS IS CONCERNED BUT ACT AS OBSERVERS ON THE QUESTION OF PARTICIPATION IN THE POST-APOLLO PROGRAMME .

IN REPLY TO THE PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN MR. G. M. LOW'S MESSAGE OF 28 DECEMBER 1970 REGARDING THE SUBSEQUENT CONDUCT OF THE DISCUSSIONS, THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED COUNTRIES HAVE AGREED THAT THERE COULD BE IMMEDIATE EXCHANGES OF VIEWS, AND CONTACTS IN DEPTH, AT THE TECHNICAL LEVEL.

TO THAT EFFECT, A TEAM OF EUROPEAN EXPERTS LED BY MR . CAUSSE AND MR . DINKESPILER ASSISTED BY EXPERTS FROM THE MEMBER COUNTRIES, SHALL BE ENABLED TO TAKE THE NECESSARY CONTACTS AT ALL LEVELS WITH NASA AND AMERICAN BUSINESS FIRMS IN ORDER TO PREPARE



THE TECHNICAL REPORTS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE ESC.AS I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO TELL MR .FRUTKIN WHEN HE VISITED BRUSSELS ON THE . (EMBASSY COMMENT- THIS PARAGRAPH IS CONFUSING . WE INTERPRET PARAGRAPH AND THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS TO REFER TO THE DISCUSSION OF THE "SIX QUESTIONS" WHICH COME LATER AND NOT TO THE EXPERT DISCUSSIONS MENTIONED IN THE PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH . WE ARE SEEKING CLARIFICATION ON THIS . END EMBASSY COMMENT) .I AM MOST KEEN THAT THIS EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON THESE QUESTIONS OF A GENERAL NATURE SHOULD TAKE PLACE VERY SOON, WITH THE OBJECT OF COMPLETING THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO OUR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS .

IT IS THE VIEW OF ALL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WHO ARE INTERESTED IN A POSSIBLE COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES THAT IT SHOULD BE LOOKED UPON AS. THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WISH, IN PARTICULAR, TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 1) ASIDE FROM THE LAUNCHINGS THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD PROVIDE FROM ITS OWN TERRITORY, THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WISH TO HAVE THE POSSIBILITY OF BUYING LAUNCHERS FROM THE UNITED STATES FOR LAUNCHING FROM NON-AMERICAN RANGES. THEY WOULD, OF COURSE, UNDERTAKE TO USE LAUNCHERS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE AGREEMENT TO BE CONCLUDED WITH THE UNITED STATES, BUT WITHOUT THE PURCHASE OF SUCH LAUNCHERS BEING SUBMITTED ON INTERNATIONAL PROCEDURE. (FRENCH TEXT: SANS QUE L'ACHAT DE CES SUBORDONNE A DES PROCEDURES INTERNATIONALES).



2) THE QUESTION OF ACCESS ON COMMERCIAL BASIS TO AMERICAN FABRICATION LICENCES FOR PEACEFUL USES SHOULD BE COVERED BY THE COOPERATION AGREEMENT.

3) ON THE TECHNICAL PLANE, EUROPE WISHES TO HAVE ACCESS FOR PEACEFUL USES, TO ALL THE TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK



OF TH E POST-APOLLO PROGRAMME, AND NOT JUST TO THAT PART OF IT WHICH IS NECESSARY FOR EXECUTING THE TASKS ENTRUSTED TO EUROPE . THE USE OF THIS INFORMATION FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES WOULD ONLY BE AUTHORIZED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE COOPERATION PROJECTS .

THE RIGHT TO USE OUTSIDE SUCH PROJECTS COULD BE THE SUBJECT OF CONVENTIONAL COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE USUAL RULES .

4) IT SHOULD ALSO BE SPECIFIED THAT THE NEW TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM S
TO BE JOINTLY DEVELOPED WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE WITHOUT RESTRICTIO

N TO EACH OF THE PARTNERS FOR PEACEFUL USES.5) THE MODALITIES OF THE COOPERATION, ON THE POLITICAL AS WELL AS THE TECHNICAL PLANE, SHOULD ALSO BE DETERMINED ON A PARTNERSHIP BASIS .
6) LASTLY, THERE SHOULD BE CLEARER DEFINITION OF THE LIMITS OF THE FINANCIAL COMMITMENT FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH THE PARTICIPATION OF THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES MIGHT BE ORGANISED .

THESE VARIOUS QUESTIONS COULD BE USEFULLY DISCUSSED IN THE COURS E OF A FURTHER MEETING, WHICH I SHOULD LIKE TO SEE ARRANGED VERY SOON. I SUGGEST THAT IT MIGHT START ON 10 FEBRUARY 1971, AND I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT THIS DATE WILL MEET YOUR AGREEMENT .

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU ANDYOUR COLLABORATORS AGAIN, AND I HOPE, AS DO ALL OF US IN EUROPE, THAT WE SHALL BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE POSITIVE RESULTS .

	 WITH KINDEST REGARDS,	 	 TH. LEFEVRE.

3. RE: DATES FOR MEETINGS, LEFEVRE LETTER WRITTEN BEFORE STATE 10786 RECEIVED . DR. SPAEY INFORMS EMBASSY THAT FEBRUARY 11 IS ACCEPTABLE FOR PLENARY MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY .
4. RE: INVITATIONS FOR APOLLO 14 LAUNCHING, WHILE LEFEVRE AND SPAEY WILL NOT ATTEND, EMBASSY BELIEVES IMPORTANT THAT INVITATIONS BE SENT TO THEM ASAP.EISENHOWER




